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Representatives of town or parish councils and members of the public
who live, work, or represent an organisation within the Dorset Council
area are welcome to submit either 1 question or 1 statement for each
meeting. You are welcome to attend the meeting in person or via MS
Teams to read out your question and to receive the response. If you
submit a statement for the committee this will be circulated to all
members of the committee in advance of the meeting as a supplement
to the agenda and appended to the minutes for the formal record but
will not be read out at the meeting. The first 8 questions and the first 8
statements received from members of the public or organisations for
each meeting will be accepted on a first come first served basis in
accordance with the deadline set out below. Further information read
Public Participation - Dorset Council

All submissions must be emailed in full to
Kate.Critchel@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk by 8.30am on Thursday 6
November 2025.

When submitting your question or statement please note that:


https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/mgGeneric.aspx?MD=mgPublicParticipation
mailto:Kate.Critchel@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

You can submit 1 question or 1 statement.

a question may include a short pre-amble to set the context.

It must be a single question and any sub-divided questions will
not be permitted.

Each question will consist of no more than 450 words, and you
will be given up to 3 minutes to present your question.

when submitting a question please indicate who the question is
for (e.g., the name of the committee or Portfolio Holder)
Include your name, address, and contact details. Only your
name will be published but we may need your other details to
contact you about your question or statement in advance of the
meeting.

questions and statements received in line with the council’s
rules for public participation will be published as a supplement
to the agenda.

all questions, statements and responses will be published in full
within the minutes of the meeting.




Agenda Item 4

Cabinet — 11 November 2025
Statements from the Public
Statement from Phil Say, Director of Weymouth Pavilion

My name is Phil Say and I’'m a Director of Weymouth Pavilion CIC. My statement
refers to agenda item 11 — Weymouth 2040 and a proposal for a pub/restaurant with
rooms to be cited on the Weymouth peninsula between the Pavilion and the
Roundhouse B&B.

| struggle to believe that in these times of poor financial security, with the threat of
rising taxes and business costs, Dorset Council are considering the proposal of a
new ‘Pub with rooms’ adjacent to Weymouth Harbour. The pub will not only
compete directly with existing hotels, guesthouses and pubs but will also have a
severe financial impact to Weymouth Pavilion. The Pavilion cannot compete with the
buying power of a large chain, yet still will be forced to match or beat their prices to
not lose custom. The suggested location of the structure, adjacent to the theatre
load in facility, will result in noise complaints and a possible restriction of

operations. The loading in and out of equipment takes place at unsociable times and
large vehicles arrive and depart at all times of the day and night.

It was my understanding that the redevelopment of the peninsula would take place
as a whole, with an overall plan for the site, but this proposal of a ‘pub with rooms’
would suggest that the site is now to be offered piecemeal. This proposal suggests
to me desperation to accept any offer made, with complete disregard to a coherent
plan or existing businesses.

The ‘gap’ between the Pavilion and Devonshire Buildings was intentional to negate
any disturbances from the operation of an entertainment venue. | believe that this
‘gap’ is also protected to maintain the view of the Georgian Seafront from the Nothe
as mentioned in the Weymouth Town Centre Masterplan and various other
documents over the past few decades.

The artists drawing shows the new construction to be on the old railway lines,
restricting access to the recently constructed fish landing stage and facilities and
would also hinder access for deliveries and emergency access to the rear of the
Pavilion.

| fail to visualise exactly where a 14,355 sq ft building would fit adjacent to the
Pavilion, let alone its own dedicated parking area.

In summary, while | support the regeneration of the peninsula, | cannot back this

single proposal of a ‘pub with rooms’ — | think that it is the wrong thing in the wrong
place.
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